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McMorran marks 50 years
About 100 people gather to celebrate facility's milestone

BY JESSE DUNSMORE
TIMES HERALD
• JANUARY 29, 2010

 
Purchase this Photo

MEET AND GREET: The McMorran anniversary celebration w as in
the Under-the-Ice Lounge at McMorran Place. From left to right,
Patti Samar, McMorran Civic Center Authority board member,
Randy Fernandez, McMorran manager, Steve Miller, mayor pro
tem, and Dave Goetze, Icehaw ks vice president andbusiness
manager gather. (Photos by RALPH W. POLOVIC, For the Times
Herald)

CELEBRATION: Jody Parmann created the 50th anniversary logo.
The McMorran anniversary celebration w as in the Under-the-Ice
Lounge at McMorran Place. About 100 people gathered to
celebrate the facility's milestone w ith a social mixer and program.

The Under-the-Ice Lounge was filled to standing room-only Thursday evening with people celebrating the
50th anniversary of the opening of McMorran Place.

About 100 people packed the lounge, which is in
the basement of McMorran Place in Downtown
Port Huron.

After party-goers enjoyed
50-cent drafts and food from Chef Shell's
Catering, Icehawks Vice President and Business
Manager Dave Goetze shared his favorite
childhood memory of McMorran.

Goetze said he played hockey at the facility as a
child.

"I scored on myself," he said. His father bought
him hot chocolate to cheer him up.

Goetze invited others to write their favorite
memories on a form on the event programs and
turn it in for the chance to win a prize.

Other speakers were McMorran Place General
Manager Randy Fernandez, Port Huron Mayor Pro
Tem Steven Miller, and Patti Samar of the
McMorran Civic Center Authority.

Lynn Hines, who retired as McMorran's
administrative director after 41 years last year,
said she thought the facility had given young
people something to do, regardless of whether
they were from Port Huron.

She met someone in Atlanta in 2005 at the All-
America City Awards -- one of which was
awarded to Port Huron that year -- who told her he
had played in the Silver Stick tournament at
McMorran as a child.

"I don't know if the McMorrans, the Murphys and the Mackenzies knew how many youth they've touched,"
she said.
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Replying to POHOguy:

.............Federal building is kept up with federal money, not City
funds like this place.

Yes, I understand that its a federal property. I also understand that federal money is
used for its upkeep. That's my point exactly. The Federal Builing is being kept up
and is sound in its structure. That was made possible for this 134 year old building
due to the fact it was properly maintained. Regardless of where the money came
from, the people who were in charge of this historic building did their duty to maintain
it.

1/30/2010 12:50:30

Replying to johnfromjeddo:

Replying to Justincase23:

Hey John, guess you should be happy you live
in Jeddo and don't have to foot the tax bill  eh!!
............It's 50 years old, so of course it needs
maintenance, don't have to be a rocket scientist
to figure that one out.

First of all, my screen name says "from Jeddo". However, I live
right here in WPHM, and I am a citizen and a voter like the rest of
the folks here.

Also, I can understand that McMorran is 50 years old, but you
really can't defend it poor condition based on its age. There are
houses in PH that are 125 years old and have been maintained
well, and don't have the structural issue McMorran has.

The Federal Building was built in 1876, (134 years old) and is still
in sound condition. Its the 2nd oldest operating Federal Builing in
the US.
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She and Manager of Ticket and Business Operations Keri Hirschman won Spirit of McMorran Awards for
employee service.

Gregg LaPlae, 48, of Fort Gratiot said he usually comes to McMorran for the hockey games but enjoys
theater events too.

"I think it's huge. It draws people in from outside," said LaPlae, an Icehawks season ticketholder, of the
facility.

Mark De La Harpe of Marine City said his two daughters have been in The Nutcracker, performed at
McMorran, for several years.

"As a person who lives 30 minutes away, it's nice to have a place like this to come to," he said.

"The reason we've been successful is from the many user groups (at McMorran)," Fernandez said. " ... The
goal is to keep it open so someone will be back -- it won't be me -- in 50 years to do this again."
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Federal building is kept up with federal money, not City funds like
this place.

1/29/2010 9:47:55 PM

Replying to itsworking:

It was open to the public? It would've been nice if somebody
(Times Herald) shared this with the public. I bet they charged for
the food to keep downtown's homeless population from getting a
handout.

(Coughing) Good Old Boys. (Coughing)

Excuse me.

ARE YOU KIDDING ME!!!! You commented on the original article that was posted
the moring of the event, in the upper right hand corner it lists the itinerary if you plan
to attend.......to refresh your memory you said.....

"We've come a long way.

When this place opened, they had Louis Armstrong perform there. Now, 50 years
later, we have 50 cent beer and the privilege of listening to Randy Fernandez talk.

I love how they can't even get the mayor for a speech.
1/28/2010 7:51:35 AM"
http://www.thetimesherald.com/article/20100128/NEWS01/1280312/McMorran-set-
to-ring-in-50th-anniversary?plckFindCommentKey=CommentKey:2b0e68b5-803d-
4094-a813-52086cfe89ab
1/29/2010 8:44:18 PM

It was open to the public? It would've been nice if somebody (Times Herald) shared
this with the public. I bet they charged for the food to keep downtown's homeless
population from getting a handout.

(Coughing) Good Old Boys. (Coughing)

Excuse me.
1/29/2010 7:13:13 PM

Also, the very first house that I ever bought was built in 1929, and when I bought it in
1988 it was 59 years old. Today that house is still standing and is being lived in. It is
now 81 years old, and is owner occupied. Its maintained well and doesn't have the
problems that McMorran has, even though its 31 years older.

Its about proper regular maintainance, and not deffered maintainance. Sooner of later
every building will need some type of work, but asking for millions of dollars to repair
problems show a huge amount of neglect.

1/29/2010 4:52:26 PM
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